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Regular Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met in a regular meeting on Monday, March 23, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. via 

videoconference due to the COVID-19 pandemic related school closure. 

Board Members present: Kelley Snodgrass, Andy Snow, Jason Dillard, Marilyn Phillips, Tanya 

Myers, Jason Evans & Paul Phillips 

Board Members absent:  None 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Kelley Snodgrass.  A quorum was present. 

Reports/Presentation 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Mr. Rotan reported the following: 
 
District Closure Update 
Governor Greg Abbott ordered all public schools closed through April 3, 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  There is a strong possibility that the order will be extended. Currently, the 
UIL has suspended all games and contests, including practices, until May 4, 2020, which could 
also be extended. 
 
TEA has made some unprecedented allowances to give school districts maximum flexibility to 
deal with the COVID-19 crisis. TEA Commissioner of Education Mike Morath is providing 
superintendent’s with daily conference calls to provide guidance through the extended school 
closure period.  TEA has also advised schools to be prepared for closures lasting up to eight 
weeks. TEA has assured all school districts that there will be no loss of funding during the 
closure process.  They have waived all STAAR and EOC testing for the 2019-20 school year 
and all missed STAAR or EOC tests will not have to made up in the future.  
 
Our Child Nutrition Department continues to provide meals at five different locations throughout 
the district and will continue to do so throughout the closure.  We served 260 meals last 
Tuesday and have increased the number of meals served each day.  Today, we served 474 
meals. 
 
School districts that are providing at home remote services will not be required to extend their 
school year or make up any missed days. 
 
GRISD transitioned to online instruction with our students last Thursday, March 19, 2020 with 
our 6-12 grade students and today with our PK-5th grade students.  Staff, students, and parents 
have been absolutely awesome during this time.  Mr. Rotan thanked staff, and administrators for 
putting together a plan to continue instruction through online learning. 
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Public Comments/Audience Participation  
Per the board notice, the public was advised to submit their public comments to Mr. Rotan via 
his school email address by 5:59 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020.  No public comments were 
received. 
 
Board members took the following action: 
APPROVED the consent agenda including: 

 
a. Minutes of February 24, 2020 Regular Board Meeting  

b. February 2020 Financial Report 

c. District Monthly Investment Report 

d. District Quarterly Investment Report 

e. Instructional Materials Allotment & TEKS Certification for 2020-2021 Biennium 

f. Instructional Materials Adoption for Proclamation 2020 

 

APPROVED Resolution of the Board regarding wage payments during emergency school 

closings.   

(Glen Rose ISD was closed for Spring Break March 9-13, 2020 and was also closed on March 

16, 2020 for an unused bad weather day.  In accordance with recommendations from the 

Commissioner of Education and the CDC received on Saturday, March 14, 2020, Glen Rose 

ISD extended Spring Break until March 23, 2020, to comply with the social distancing protocol.  

Beginning Thursday, March 19, 6th-12th grade students shifted to an online learning environment 

with K-5th grade students following suit on Monday, March 23rd to foster an environment of 

continued education in the safest manner possible for the duration of this closure. With the shift 

to online learning and to comply with social distancing, the District is limiting the number of staff 

members on each campus during this time. Subsequently, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued 

an executive order on March 19, 2020 temporarily closing schools beginning at 11:59 p.m. on 

March 20, 2020 and ending at 11:59 p.m. on April 3, 2020. 

District board policy EB (LOCAL) delegates to the superintendent authority to close schools for 

reasons of public health and safety.  DEA (LOCAL) provides that if the Board chooses to pay 

employees during an emergency closure for which the workdays are not scheduled to be  

made up at a later date, then that authorization shall be by resolution or other Board action and 

shall reflect the purpose served by the expenditure.) See Resolution here 

APPROVED Order Postponing May 2, 2020 GRISD General Election for School Board Trustee 

On March 18, 2020, Gov. Abbott issued a proclamation “suspending Sections 41.0052(a) and 

(b) of the Texas Election Code and Section 49.103 of the Texas Water Code to the extent 

necessary to allow political subdivisions that would otherwise hold elections on May 2, 2020, to 

http://www.grisd.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/3.23.2020-Resolution-re-wage-pmts-during-em-closing.pdf
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move their general and special elections for 2020 only to the next uniform election date, 

occurring on Nov. 3, 2020, without otherwise adjusting the term of office, and suspending 

Sections 31.093 and 42.0621(c) of the Texas Election Code to the extent necessary to require 

all county election officers, if requested by an affected political subdivision, to enter into a 

contract to furnish election services with any political subdivision who postponed their election to 

November 3, 2020, under the authority of this proclamation.” 

GRISD had previously contracted with the Somervell County Elections Administrator to hold a 

joint election and also provide early voting and election day services for the May 2, 2020 

election.  The City of Glen Rose also has a contract with the Somervell County Elections 

Administrator for the same.  On Thursday, March 19, 2020, the Glen Rose City Council ordered 

their May 2, 2020 election postponed to November 3, 2020. 

Due to the concern for the health and safety of election workers and community members, as 

well as preparation and deadlines that would need to be met leading up to the May 2, 2020 

election, Mr. Rotan felt that it would be prudent to postpone the election to November.  Pursuant 

to the governor’s proclamation, the order postponing the election to the November 3, 2020 

uniform election date states that all candidate filings for the election will remain valid for the 

election held on the November date, the filing period will not be re-opened for the Nov. 3rd 

election date, all ballots by mail (ABBMs) for voters that are voting by mail due to being over the 

age of 65 or due to disability will still be valid for the postponed election, all ABBMs for voters 

who submitted ABBMs based on expected absence from the county will not be valid for the 

postponed election, and the following dates will be observed for the Nov. 3, 2020 election: 

Voter Registration Deadline – October 5, 2020 

Deadline to Submit an ABBM – October 23, 2020 

Early Voting – October 19, 2020-October 30, 2020  

See Order Postponing May 2, 2020 Election here  

ADJOURNED 
There being no further business of the board, the meeting was adjourned by consensus.   
 
Time 6.33 p.m. 
 

http://www.grisd.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/3.23.2020-GRISD-Order-Postponing-May-Election-to-Nov.pdf

